
August 10, 2020 
 
Dear Sacred Heart Families, 
 
I am writing to update you about the opening of school.  Many teachers and staff are in school 
now, and we look forward to welcoming students back in the next couple of weeks.  
 
There is nothing easy about these circumstances. Our top priority is always health and safety, 
and our aim is to have students in school.  We know that students learn best in the classroom in 
front of their teachers. We also recognize the seriousness of the pandemic and ongoing 
concerns about COVID-19. We heard from our community and our governor that offering a 
remote option would be beneficial for students and families with health, safety, and personal 
concerns. While there is no way to fully duplicate the work of our teachers and staff remotely, 
we are working to build the best model possible. We understand each of you has unique family 
situations and needs. This is why I deeply appreciate our teachers’ ongoing commitment and 
flexibility as they step up to meet our students both in-person and remotely. This will not be 
easy, and I ask that you join me in offering them support, appreciation, and most importantly, 
patience. 
 
Please read the information below closely so you know what to expect as we open our 
school. 
 
Week 1: August  24th-28th:  Students will attend an induction week the first week of school.  
 
The more we learn about the virus, the more we realize the importance of our safety protocols. 
The medical experts continue to stress that the risk drops substantially when proper precautions 
are taken. This is going to take thought, practice and adjustment on the part of our staff and 
students. Remember, the goal is to stay open safely. To do that, we will modify our schedule for 
the first week of school.  This will allow teachers to practice all the routines and logistics with 
students in smaller groups as well as provide additional training for staff.  Some of this work will 
consist of routines for managing an in-person class, meeting new safety requirements, 
assessing students' social/emotional needs and simultaneously teaching remotely.  Students 
will also receive curriculum materials, technology devices and training on how to use them.  Our 
success in this first week will help us move forward with learning and consistently implementing 
our safety measures in the future.  
 
In-Person Students Only (TK - 8th Grade): 
August 24th: Students  A - F Attend 7:45 - 10:45 

Students  G - K Attend 11:30 - 2:30 
August 25th: Students  L - Q Attend 7:45 - 10:45 

Students  R - Z Attend 11:30 - 2:30 
August 26th & 27th:  No students in-person. Planning and Prep for teachers. Zoom lesson for all 
students. 



August 28th:  All In-person students attend normal time (TK - 8th Grade).  
 
Week 2: August 31st and Beyond:  All students attending in-person will attend 100% every day. 
Concurrent remote learning will be underway for students attending remotely. 
 
Moving forward, our goal is to have our in-person students attend in the building every day. 
However, during this pandemic the conditions in our community can change rapidly, and we 
may have to change our delivery model. If there is any change, we will communicate with you 
as quickly as possible.  
 
The responsibility to stay in school goes beyond our school doors. This is a community 
responsibility and how we handle it together will directly impact our ability to stay open.  
 
As a school we have set up procedures and protocols that will help prevent or greatly reduce 
any potential spread of COVID-19 in our schools.  As a school, we can only control what 
happens inside our buildings. We need every family to join us and prevent the carrying of the 
virus into school. If your child is sick, do not send them to school. If a member in your household 
is sick with COVID-19, do not send your children to school.  
 
I know this is not easy for anyone. We will continue to watch the data very closely and stay in 
contact with our local health officials. We anticipate there may be quarantines, updated health 
directives and information and requirements from state and local officials that would require us 
to change the amount of in-person learning allowed. I strongly encourage you to have backup 
plans for child care should a change in your child’s educational program be necessary.  
 
The week of August 24-28 will be very important. It sets the stage for the weeks to come. I look 
forward to welcoming you back to school 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jane Kinney, Principal  


