
 
 
July 6, 2020 
 
Dear Families, 

This summer is certainly unlike any summer we have experienced thus far, as we continue to 
prepare and plan for the 2020-2021 school year.   As of this time, we are preparing to have all 
students return to the school building in August.  It has always been our strong preference to 
keep our school open and busy with learning, praying, and growing as a community.  While we 
are very excited to welcome everyone back, we understand fully this will not be a return to 
normal.  The education of our students is our primary mission and the safe operation of our 
schools and safety of our students is our primary concern in fulfilling that mission.  The 
measures we are taking mitigate, not eliminate, the virus spread.  

Given the continued uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic and the fluidity of continued 
modifications and restrictions, we need to be flexible and adapt to changing conditions and/or 
recommendations/requirements put in place by state and local health agencies and in consultation 
and approval from the Diocese of Des Moines Catholic Schools and the Pastor.  

We are layering in multiple safety protocols to protect the health of our students and staff and to 
keep our buildings open. We know the best educational option for all our students is to be in our 
schools with our teachers.  

As has been the case throughout COVID-19, things change. We will not know until later this 
summer exactly what the Iowa Department of Health Department recommendation will be, or if 
changes will be needed to insure the safety and health of all staff and students.  We will finalize 
our safety protocols in August, prior to the start of school.  

Your help is needed as we prepare for a full opening.  How you as parents help us prepare our 
students will be important.  We understand that there will be individual situations and 
circumstances, and we will work with those families to address those situations.  Our goal is not 
only to open schools, but to keep them open.  To do that, we have to all work together. 

Our Return to Learn ( RtL ) draft plan is available on our website.  Click here to see the plan. 
Please continue to watch the website and your email for updates as they are finalized.  

We would like to extend a special welcome to the 42 new families, representing 47 new students 
joining the Sacred Heart Catholic School community in preschool -8th grade. We are confident 
that you will find a warm welcome from our current families and that you will soon feel right at 
home here at Sacred Heart.  Thank you to all of our current families for another very successful 
school year and for supporting us in the work we do to help your child grow spiritually and 
academically.  We are blessed with the partnership of so many wonderful families! 

Additionally, Home and School and the Board are planning a PPE(  personal protective 
equipment) drive in early August details to come later.  We are grateful to Home and School and 
the Board, as well as all parents for your continued support of Sacred Heart School. 

https://www.sacredheartschoolwdm.org/covid-19-updates


Again, we thank you for your patience and understanding during these challenging times  as we 
continue to work on preparing plans for reopening.  
I hope you enjoyed the 4th of July holiday with your families and continue to stay safe and 
healthy this summer! 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Jane Kinney  
Principal 
 

 


