
Sacred Heart School 

Home & School Meeting Minutes 
February 11, 2020 

 
8:03 am  Sacred Heart Home and School Opening Prayers and Introductions 

 
Meeting attendees - Kristine Flynn, Lisa Schwarte, Ann Warren, Gary Kendall, Lurleen Kennedy Sobolik, 
Betsy Boesen, Erin Hannah, Maria Valdez, Jill Kinnison 
 
Treasurer Report - Lisa Schwarte 
Lisa reported that the exterior door, the kindergarten door, and the cheerleading uniforms bills have been 
paid. A final payout was given to the teachers for Target gift cards. She is currently working on Spring 
grants that help pay for summer professional development for the teachers. In general, the grants 
requested help the teachers learn new skills that they can bring to the classrooms. The Spring fundraiser 
plans are underway to be held at the end of April.  

 
A vote was taken to approve the Treasurer’s report.  

 
Vote to approve:   Gary -1st Betsy - 2nd  All in favor.  Report approved. 

 
Principal Report - Scott Ehlinger 
Scott reported that we are waiting to hear about the use of regional funds and how that will impact the 
funding for our curriculum needs. He said that we have no need for K-5 right now, but middle school 
Social Studies is the next set of books that we need to purchase. He said that the Social Studies curriculum 
is trending to be more current events focused. This also increases the need for chromebooks. A question 
was asked if we can use government textbook funds for new chromebooks or future textbook software 
programs. Scott said he has made calls to determine that but we still don’t have answers.  Scott also 
addressed a question about Dowling’s plan to have one chromebook/student next year. He said that the 
goal at Sacred Heart would be to have one cart/classroom for middle school. Each new cart is about 
$10,000. They are also working Dr. Ryan and Dr. Deegan to see how the new five year multilevel regional 
Diocesan plan would work.  

 
Technology Presentation - Amy Vollstedt 
Amy Vollestedt, Sacred Heart Technology Coordinator brought a presentation to share with H&S 
attendees. Fifth graders, Olivia Hendriks and Cora Volp, demonstrated the Scratch coding program and 
the use of the Makey Makey boards. The students were able to create a variety of percussion noises and 
different sounds with the use of cardboard, recycled containers, and what they have learned in the coding 
programs in grades 3, 4, and 5. Amy said that the current fifth graders have been working with partners in 
coding projects for three years. This is the final big project. The students did a great job!  

 
Amy also discussed the current technology needs for Sacred Heart. She said that the school currently has 
four chromebook carts for the six middle school classes. Three of the current carts are at the end of their 
life. She also said that grades 3-5 have two chromebook carts. One of these carts is also at the end of its 
life. She said that a full new cart is about $10,000/cart. She said that the three old physical carts can be 
reused and we can buy replacement chromebooks to fill them ($275 per unit). In addition, she 
recommends that the school buy three new full carts. She is working with the Trinity Three company that 
helps with maintenance. She has also submitted a Prairie Meadows Grant application to help cover the 
costs. She is also working with Alan Green to find ways to recycle the old chromebooks. As for security, the 
school currently uses Fortigate, Securly, and GoGuardian so teachers can monitor any activity that is done 
on the chromebooks.  



 
As for Ipads,  we have 1 cart of 30 for classroom use. K-2 classrooms use them. None of the student ipads 
need to be replaced. Shondra Murphy has been a huge help! She cleans out the old Ipads and gets them 
updated and back into the classrooms. Teacher ipads are probably next to be replaced.  
 
Sacred Heart, along with all the other Catholic schools in our Diocese will be moving over to the ISAPs as a 
replacement for the old Iowa Assessments. There is no plan to have enough chromebooks for all students 
to take at once so the grades will have to be staggered to take the tests.  
 
There was some discussion regarding an educational piece for internet safety for kids. One parent who 
works in law enforcement/probation said that there are people who could come and talk to students about 
safety online, predators, etc.  We noted that for future discussion with Jane and Scott. 
 
Sacred Heart Board of Education member, David Theobald, is working with Phil Bishop and Bob Hickok 
to help with IT. The question was also brought up about whether using a leasing company that would 
switch out old technology for new technology would be helpful to us.  This might be part of the new 
regional plan. The regional plan might also help with buying power since there will be so many pieces of 
equipment purchased between all of the schools.  
 

 
Home & School January 2020 Minutes 
Meeting attendees were given a copy of the January 2020 minutes to review. 

 
Vote to approve:   Gary - 1st Lurleen - 2nd  All in favor.  Report approved. 

 
Committee Reports  
Spring Fundraiser – The Spring Fundraiser/Booster-thon will be held on April 29th.  
 

SCRIP  - Jill Kinnison and Betsy Boesen 
Jill reported that the SCRIP Promo in January received 12 orders for physical cards. Most were purchased 
from current SCRIP users. So far, SCRIP has $78,000 YTD in sales as of the end of January. This gives 
about $2,000 in profit from SCRIP for Sacred Heart. Jill said that she worked with Great Lakes for HyVee 
and Kum and Go cards.  
 
They also want to do a physical card/Red Lobster promotion for Sacred Heart during Lent. They might 
also do a promotion during Teacher Appreciation Week in April. 
 
Still, it is important to note that Scrip is dwindling and perhaps won’t make it to next year in its current 
format. Though we knew there would be a drop in business when we moved to the electronic-only format, 
the drop has been quite large! 
 
 
 
 
Old Business 
None 
 
  
New Business 

 
1. Spring Grants: $12,000 in annual grants 



 
Vote to approve: Erin - 1st  Gary - 2nd  All in favor (1st of 2 votes required). Approved. 

 

2. Home & School Committee participation for next year. Gary is talking to all of the current chairs 

to see who would like to return. We are currently looking for a Vice President and a Treasurer 

(potentially to trail Lisa) for next year. We are also going to reach out in particular to the K-2 

parents to get some new people on board as some very involved families start to graduate/move 

on from SHS to other schools..  

 

3. For the March Home & School meeting, we would like to hold it in the evening around 

6:30 pm, so we can reach out to the parents who might not be available to come to a 

morning meeting. To be scheduled for Monday, March 9th at 6:30P. 

 

4. The Wellness Committee would like to address Home & School to discuss ideas for 

indoor recess, but there was not a representative present at this meeting.  

 

5. Tuesday, February 12
th

 is Sacred Heart Night at Raising Canes.  

 

 
Motion to Adjourn    Lurleen – 1st Lisa - 2nd  All in favor. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 am. 

 


