
Sacred Heart School 

Home & School Meeting Minutes 
December 10, 2019 

 

7:58 am  Sacred Heart Home and School Opening Prayers 

 

Meeting attendees - Kristine Flynn, Lisa Schwarte, Ann Warren, Gary Kendall, Lurleen Kennedy Sobolik, 

Betsey Boesen, Nicole Risovi, Sheila Kennedy, Jen Sangston, Scott Ehlinger.  

 

Principal Report - Mr. Ehlinger - Scott told the Board that the Dominican Sisters of Mary are visiting 

from Ann Arbor, MI. One of their charges is to teach. It would be a few years down the road, but would be 

a wonderful addition. Scott thanked Home and School for the wonderful Christmas appreciation feast for 

the teachers and staff. They were very happy with the second year of handouts of Scrip Christmas cards. 

For the security updates outside, the cameras were installed and they are up and running. (The 2nd Home 

and School vote for this funding will be held today.) Scott also discussed the four security measures he 

brought to a vote today. Sacred Heart Plus is paying for half of the intercom system. Active shooter 

training - Run/Hide/Fight - it looks different for every grade level. We did the ‘Stop the Bleed’ training 

because most deaths in situations happens from bleeding out. Teachers are going through the Iowa 

Assessment data. It’s important to remember that this was one assessment on one day. We have several 

other ways of testing student’s progress. Helps in looking at the kids who need more of a challenge or more 

help.Gifts for the  Advent Families have been collected. The gifts are being picked up on Friday.  Some are 

going to Holy Family families and some gifts are going to families in our community. 

 

It was mentioned that Amy Vollestedt said we did update the wifi over the summer and that the audio and 

video will work soon. These updates include wireless microphones and better wifi.  

 

Nicole Risovi commented that she had a concern with the morning traffic and families walking little kids 

into the Plus building. She said that she saw a close call this morning while helping with traffic duty. She 

encouraged that there be another notice to families that they use the crosswalk even to get to the Plus 

building.  

 

Auction Committee Report - Jen Sangston and Sheila Kennedy - Jen and Sheila told the Home 

and School Board that they are almost done collecting. There are a few party spots still open. So far, they 

have received good feedback. The survey monkey responses have been positive. Off-site responses, people 

would like to have the class projects put back on the live auction, but many people still like the idea of one 

project per grade. In summary, the feedback included that people thought it was too dark (but the theme 

was Fright Night), but then they thought it was too bright. The crowd was pretty large for the auctioneer to 

get their attention. For next year, they’d like to add a countdown clock to notify the guests when certain 

tables are closing. Overall, the 2019 auction raised a net amount of $65,000. There is an all-school swim 

party and an all-school roller skating party that will be re-offered to the families after the holidays. The 

parties are on February 1st and March 1st. Around 1,700 out of uniform passes were sold to about 165 

families. The passes will be available for families to pick up beginning on Thursday. From each out of 

uniform pass sold, $1 was given to Simple Gifts. Class pictures will be coming in soon. The money raised 

from fund-a-cause will be allocated to the specials teachers and classroom teachers. For next year, it would 



help to have a specific need for Fund-a-cause. It has been suggested that a new scoreboard would be a 

great idea for the Fund-a-cause.  

 

Treasurer Report - Lisa Schwarte 

Lisa reported that most of the auction receipts have been turned in. She thinks there are about two or 

three checks left to process. Most of the $65,000 has been collected. Of the school auction funds, 50% of 

the money goes to the school administration for the school budget, 20% of the money goes to the Home 

and School Endowment Fund, and 30% goes to the Home and School budget. Auction expenses were 

around $10,000-$12,000 for mostly food and some item purchases, which is similar to previous years. For 

the Staff Christmas Fund, around $12,000 was raised from Sacred Heart families for the teachers and staff 

Christmas gifts. A little less than half of the money was collected through Venmo. Gifts were given between 

$60 (for part-time staff based on hours worked) and up to $235 for full-time teachers. Gifts were given in 

$5 or $10 increments, so Home and School kicked in a little extra to round up. The Greater Giving 

program has completed its third of five years. While it has gone well to use it, as we get closer to renewing 

the contract, we need to explore other affordable options.  

  

A vote was taken to approve the Treasurer’s report.  

 

Vote to approve:   Gary -1st  Betsey - 2nd All in favor 

 

Home & School November 2019 Minutes 

An incorrect version of the minutes was distributed at the meeting. Please note that minutes were voted on 

with the type corrected. Minutes should read that $1530 was approved to spend on the outside security 

camera updates.  

 

Vote to approve:   Gary - 1st  Lisa - 2nd All in favor  

 

Committee Reports  

SCRIP - Betsey Boesen - Via a text from Jill Kinnison, Betsey reported that there was $12,000 in sales 

in the November promotion. ($10,000 in sales since the promotion started) A reminder email will be sent 

to SHS families later this week. So far, there has been a $1,018 YTD profit as of 11/30/19. (after the rebates 

to the school) To be eligible for the promotion, families must spend $200 at a time. No physical cards will 

be distributed. They are considering offering physical cards for local places (Hy-Vee, Fareway, Kum n Go) 

in January and May. They would be made available until they are gone. There are still some hiccups in the 

system. For instance, if you’re trying to send a card as a gift, some of the emails go into the recipient's junk 

mail. These physical card offerings or bulk purchases would be available for parents to pick up and they 

would be shipped together.  

 

Parish - Lisa Schwarte/Ann Warren -  Ann and Lisa mentioned that there are several Advent Bible 

studies and Christmas events occurring at Sacred Heart Church before Christmas. There will also be some 

sign updates around the parish campus. A new announcement monitor has been added to the Church 

Gathering Space. It was a donation from an anonymous donor to keep parishioners updated on current 

events.  

 

Votes 



1. NCEA Convention Vote for $6,800  

 

Vote to approve:  Lisa– 1st  Lurleen– 2nd  All in favor (2nd of 2 votes required) 

 

2. Security Camera Updates for $1,530  

 

Vote to approve:  Betsey – 1st  Gary – 2nd  All in favor (2nd of 2 votes required) 

 

3. Home and School By-Law Changes to allow HSA Endowment to be used for capital expenses 

 

Vote to approve:  Gary - 1st  Ann - 2nd All in favor 

 

4. Catholic School’s Week for $600 for food and activities 

 

Vote to approve:  Betsey - 1st   Lisa - 2nd  All in favor (Only 1 vote required) 

 

5. Band Trip to Chicago for 50 students and several parents for $125/student for a total of $6,250 

 

Vote to approve: Lurleen - 1st   Ann - 2nd  All in favor (1st of 2 votes required)  

 

6. “Mouse House’ Door to replace door on main floor of school building for $2,975 

  

Vote to approve:  Gary - 1st   Betsey - 2nd  All in favor (1st of 2 votes required)  

 

7. Security Camera Replacement in main entry/3rd grade hall/1st grade hall/360 camera for $903 

 

Vote to approve: Gary - 1st  Lisa - 2nd  All in favor (Only 1 vote required)  

 

8. Security PA System to share with the Plus Building for $460 

 

Vote to approve: Gary - 1st  Lurleen - 2nd  All in favor (only 1 vote required) 

 

9. Preschool Door Security Feature for $600 (Approving whole amount, but subject to Lisa seeing if       

there is a state reimbursement for this safety measure)  

  

10. Vote to approve: Gary - 1st   Betsey - 2nd  All in favor (only 1 vote required)  

 

 

DQ Spirit Cake night did not go so well. Any money raised will be added to the next DQ spirit day. Spirit 

nights at restaurants usually brings in about $500-600/year for SHS.  

  

9:10 a.m. Motion to Adjourn    Gary – 1st Lurleen- 2nd  All in favor  


