
Sacred Heart School 
Home & School Meeting Minutes 
May 14, 2019 in MPR Room 
 
 
0800  Sacred Heart and Home and School Prayers 
 
0802 Teacher Reports on Attendance at NCEA Conference (funded by H&S) 

● Cari Higgins really valued her session dealing with mental health issues. Focus was on 
the increasing diagnoses of anxiety/depression in young children and teens. Critical 
studies have found that social media and rising screen usage are a big concern and that 
they are addictive, increase depression, inhibit sleep and raise rates of suicide in young 
brains that are not equipped to handle them. Other teachers attended valuable sessions 
on racism/diversity and gifted identification. 

● Maureen Dempsey attended a session where she learned to utilize picture books to 
enhance social and emotional learning and teach kids to enhance interpersonal 
relationships. She came back with a lot of resources to share with the other teachers to 
teach important skills to develop social awareness and build character and faith 
formation. 

● Amy Volstead and Kate Battani really valued a 3D Print session where they learned 
about a young girl with cancer who was helped by a team who created a functioning 3D 
hand for her (Hailey’s Journey). Amy used this lesson to challenge her 8th grade class to 
create practical uses from  3D print and her 4th grade class when they studied skeletal 
printing.  

● Sue Bata attended two religion workshops and is looking at how the resources 
presented there could help teach our older students. 

 
0817 Scott Ehlinger thanked HSA and reported that the NCEA Conference was so helpful for 
all who were able to attend. His role over the course of coming year will be to make sure that 
the learnings are shared with all teachers/staff and appropriately incorporated in curriculum 
whenever possible. He particularly liked the holistic approach that was stressed at the 
conference ensuring that social, emotional, spiritual and academic needs of students are being 
met and that, most importantly, kids learn to turn to God to combat anxiety and depression. 
 
Scott also shared that enrollment is very strong. 17 new students are committed with up to 4 
more considering SHS for next year. The good news is that many of these students came from 
public schools or are new to the area, supporting the Diocesan vision to grow Catholic 
education in the Iowa. 
 
Girls on the Run 5K race is tonight. Nicole and Elyse Risovi were interviewed on ABC/Channel 
5 news yesterday and they talked up SHS involvement in the program. 
 
0822 Treasury Report - Lisa Schwarte 



The Spring Fundraiser has pretty well wrapped up. It went extremely well. See report below. 
We funded the hand dryers for the front bathroom and paid out some Enrichment field trips, end 
of year picnics (not normally funded but this year went through because we have the money), 
etc. We are sitting on a healthier balance than usual at end of year due to the Spring fundraiser. 
The available balance after today’s votes is $36,473.66 
 
Question from BJ James: Is the Fine Arts & Enrichment budget covered for the upcoming school 
year? Lisa - yes it is, it was voted last year to cover two school years. Next year will need to be 
added to agenda again. 
 
Approval Vote for Treasury Report: 1st: Nichole Campbell, 2nd Jill Kinnison. All in favor. 
 
0825 April Minutes review and vote 
Approval vote for April Minutes: 1st: Christine Neil, 2nd Jodi Buresh. All in favor. 
 
0828 Committee Reports 
 

SCRIP - Christine Neil.  
April was a big month with $50,903 in sales due to announcement that we would be 
moving to online only. Inventory remaining is down to $3K of mostly local cards and 
Dicks. Looking good to close out at end of May. Jill Kinnison will run SCRIP next year 
and Betsy Boesen will be heading marketing. An email is set to go out from Betsy in a 
Digital Backpack soon about summer and back to school uses for SCRIP. 

 
PASTORAL COUNCIL - Nichole Campbell.  
Fr. Chris’s 25th Ordination Anniversary is being held July 27th after the 4P mass. More 
details to come. Fr Luis is leaving to head his own parish in Perry. A new priest from 
India is coming to SHS.  
The Knights of Columbus are doing a great deal of work in the community raising funds, 
delivering communion to shut-ins, building for Habitat for Humanity. They are currently 
raising money for Special Olympics - visit them on May 25th at the HyVee on Grand 
selling root beer floats 10a-3p.  
Hispanic Ministry: Fr. Chris has given permission to offer a communal wedding for 
parishioners who seek the sacrament of marriage but do not have the funds to pay for a 
private wedding. Currently there are ten couples being interviewed for eligibility.  
SMASH: All Lenten fish fries were a big success. Continued meetings through the end of 
May 
GIFT: Donuts for family mass will continue through the summer and they are looking for 
volunteer families to host. For the Fall they will be offering new programs including Soul 
Core, Financial Peace University, 33 Days to Morning Glory and at least 4 new bible 
studies. 
There are currently 52 people participating in the Christian Family Movement. 

 



SPRING FUNDRAISER/BOOSTERTHON - Leenie Rodriguez. 
We are still waiting for final numbers; we have collected 99% of pledged monies. Profit 
stands right now at $31,500. SHS accrued 55% of the intake of donations while 
Boosterthon earned 45%. We will commit to them again next year then the intention is to 
take a year off and come up with our own campaign. If we were willing to fund this much 
money this year then we can perhaps gather more of this for our own rather than paying 
an outside company. There will be restrictions against doing the same exact thing that 
they did but we have a year to investigate. In the meantime, will be great for ppl to be 
thinking about ways to get people as jazzed up as they were this year to donate.  

 
Comments were made about some kids crying about not receiving toys in the classroom. 
K teacher, Jodi Buresh, said the Boosterthon ppl handled themselves well and they were 
not aggressively marketing to the kids or giving out prizes in class. Prizes were a big 
motivator for kids! Questions were raised about whether  we could do this level of 
campaign without as much involvement from Boosterthon but the money split does not 
make sense if we do not use them. The contract is worded that, even with minimal help 
from them (website only), they would still take a 30% split of the money.  
Gary Kendell, our new HSA VP for 2019-20 will review the contract to see how we can 
improve upon this and what we can and cannot do in future. 

 
0849 Old Business 

2nd Votes (required for all items over $999): 
● $5,000 Cafeteria water heater. BJ raised question as to how this would have been 

funded had HSA not had the money. Lisa shared that there is not a current CapX plan 
though it is part of the Meitler Diocese plan to have each parish put one in place for 
future. They do not want us relying on the church for this. Admin would have had to pay 
for it but since HSA has the money we are funding. 1st: Jill Kinnison. 2nd Erin Hannah. 
All in favor. 

● $5,000 Fall Teacher Grants. 1st: BJ James. 2nd Jodi Buresh. All in favor. 
● $2,000 New Carpet Cleaner. 1st: Jill Kinnison. 2nd Lurleen Sobolik. All in favor. 

 (Erin noted that there is a 3 year warranty on the carpet cleaner.) 
 

0854 New Business 
● Votes for 2019-20 Executives for HSA 

President: Kristine Flynn.  1st: BJ James. 2nd: Jodi Buresh. All in Favor. 
Vice President: Gary Kendell. 1st: BJ James. 2nd: Jill Kinnison. All in Favor. 
Treasurer: Lisa Schwarte. 1st Jill Kinnison. 2nd: Christine Neil. All in Favor. 
Secretary: Ann Warren. 1st: BJ James. 2nd: Lisa Schwarte. All in Favor. 

● New Expenses: 1st and Only Vote required: 
○ $999 additional expense for carpet cleaner. 1st Kristine Flynn. 2nd: Lurleen 

Sobolik. All in Favor. 



○ $750 Odyssey of the Mind - Team 1, 6 ppl funded at $125 pp. 1st: Jodi Buresh. 
2nd: BJ James. (Note that we intend to keep club reimbursements to this $125pp 
reimbursement level when available in HSA funds). All in Favor 

○ $875 Odyssey of the Mind - Team 2, 7 ppl funded at $125 pp. 1st: Christine Neil. 
2nd: Lisa Schwarte.All in Favor 

○ $430 folding chairs for gym/cafeteria. 1st: Christine N. 2nd: Lurleen Sobolik.  
All in Favor 

○ $200 back to school ice cream social. Becky G to provide. 1st: Christine Neil, 
2nd: Lisa Schwarte. All in Favor 

○ $700 back to school teacher breakfast. Will come in less expensive but we used 
extra funds last year to stock the teacher lounge w coffee/tea/ etc. and replace 
the coffee maker. 1st: Jill Kinnison. 2nd: Erin Hannah. All in Favor 

○ $500 Teacher soup dinners for parent /teacher conferences. 1st: BJ James. 2nd: 
Jill Kinnison. All in Favor. 

○ We are paying out $150 to garden maintenance fund. No need to vote. 
● Regarding the change in By-laws we will make to reflect SCRIP going online-only next 

year. Do we need to keep a note in bylaws about using/ordering physical cards at 
Christmas time for teacher gifts. 

● 8th grade school carnival is April 25th at SHS. 
● The Gift from the current 8th grade class to SHS is hanging the SHS prayer in the gym. 
● The Glow Dance yielded 3K for the OM trip! 
● Changes were made in Diocese rules for parents who are volunteering to drive kids. 

Online Virtus training is required which deals with child abuse, how to spot it, and correct 
reporting procedures when this occurs. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


