
Sacred Heart School 
Home & School Meeting Minutes 
March 12, 2014 
Meeting was called to order at 7:50 a.m. 
 
Introductions, Reflections and Announcements: 
We made introductions and said the Home & School prayer. 
 
February Minutes: 
Amy Martin made a motion to approve the minutes.  Angie Berns seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
There is an available balance of $80,143.10.  That does not include the Spring 
Fundraiser deposit from Events.org.  The Fall grant money from 2013 will be moved 
back to available funds. Chris Wilson motioned to approve the report.  Becky 
Godwin seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
 
Principal’s Report: 
Mrs. Baker reported on her Math conference.  She took lessons as if she were a 
middle school student.  There was a heavy emphasis on ratios in the 6th grade.  
Ratios can be written in 3 ways.  Singapore diagrams are called tape diagrams now.  
Tape diagrams are visual models that use rectangles to represent parts of a ratio.  
She demonstrated a dual number line to find the average rate.  Different tables were 
used to compare ratios.   
Mrs. Kinney spoke about the Iowa core.  One goal is to have the students ready for 
Algebra in 8th grade.  Another goal is for the students to be able to demonstrate their 
knowledge not just memorize answers.  Mrs. Kinney, Mrs. Dempsey and Mrs. 
Higgins attended the Exceptional Learners Conference in San Diego.  The conference 
included both ends of the spectrum. 
Mrs. Dempsey reported on practical strategies to use with students.  Differentiation 
was a huge component of the conference.  She discussed using an anticipation guide, 
which covers prior knowledge, and an interactive study guide which is a study guide 
that involves interaction with other students.  While reading, a student should write 
questions and statements.  After reading, another strategy demonstrated was called 
think/pair/share (with a partner).   
Mrs. Higgins is our Student Support Teacher and she also works closely with 
teachers to develop interventions to keep the children in the classroom.  She co-
teaches 6th grade Reading.  One focus was to teach higher level thinking skills and 
set expectations high.  One program she uses is Learning Ally, which can be used on 
the iPads and also at home.  It provides access to thousands of audiobooks including 
AR books and textbooks.  Another good tool is to use a recording device such as a 
digital audio recorder for students who have difficulty writing or taking notes.  It is 
beneficial to be able to plug it into a USB port and have it immediately on the 
computer.  She’s looking for a better voice-to-text program.    Another focus was to 
create a learning environment that allows for differences.  Relaxing techniques, 



yoga, yoga balls and wiggle pads are sometimes used.  The conference discussed  
NeoMillennial Learners, which are students that use and require technology and 
constant engagement.  Also, the conference stressed depth of knowledge and not 
just recall of information, but making connections.  Other resources for students 
were mentioned like National Geographic Kids and Spellingcity.com.  There are 
many areas a student may be gifted in such as intellectual, athletic, leadership, visual 
and performing arts. 
   
Committee Reports: 
We have several committee chair positions open for the next school year.  The Spirit 
Shop committee was part of the auction last year and will most likely be run as a 
separate committee again.   We will be getting new PE uniforms this coming year. 
 

 Pastoral Council-  On March 28th, Dr. Marcellino A’Ambrosio will speak at the 
church regarding Keeping Your Kids Catholic.  There were 340 people at the 
last Fish Fry!  They are every Friday during Lent.  The Lenten Soup Supper & 
Communal Reconciliation is April 7th.  Soles for Souls will collect new or 
gently used shoes May 3 through May 11th.  The 24 Week Bible Timeline 
series will begin in Fall 2014.  The Christ Our Life Conference will be held 
September 20th and 21st.  Contact Monte Hauserman if you are interested in 
becoming a Lector or Minister of the Eucharist. 

 Restaurant Fundraiser-  Tonight is our fundraiser at Culvers from 3:00 to 
6:00 p.m.  Barnes and Noble fundraiser will be April 12th and then 13th-17th 
for online orders.  Volunteers are needed for crafts, story time and handing 
out stickers.    

 SCRIP- They are testing a new system (SCRIP Ware) and they will be running 
it along with the old system (SCRIP Manager) for awhile.  With the new 
system you can pay online and get your national vendors immediately.  A 
new program will be decided by  Home and School vote.   

 Spring Fundraiser- The deadline is 2:00 today!  It is a big success! 
 Fall Fundraiser-  There is a meeting scheduled for the Wednesday following 

Spring Break.  We are looking for event chairs.  
 

Old Business: 
Science Curriculum Conference -2nd vote $2800  Chris Wilson motioned to approve.  
Lisa Schwarte seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
Band Trip- 2nd vote $3083.50 Becky Godwin motioned to approve.  Lisa Schwarte 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
NCEA- 2nd vote $3000 Chris Wilson motioned to approve.  Beth Schulte seconded 
the motion. Motion passed. 
Spring Teacher Grants- 2nd vote $10,000 Becky Godwin motioned to approve.  Beth 
Schulte seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
 
Becky Godwin made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 a.m.  Carol Spahn 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  Next meeting is April 16th. 


