
Sacred	Heart	School 
Home	&	School	meeting	Minutes 
February	3rd,	2016 
Meeting		was	called	to	order	8:00	AM 
 
Introductions,	Reflection	and	Announcements 
We	made	introductions	and	said	the	Home	&	School	Prayer. 
 
Principal’s	Report: 
Open	House	went	very	well.		We	are	putting	together	a	committee	to	promote	Sacred	Heart	for	
next	year.		This	committee	will	help	manage	enrollment	through	promoting	PR,	and	
marketing.		Mrs.	Kinney	is	back	and	doing	very	well☺ 
 
Treasurer’s	Report: 
Jill	Kinnison	reported	on	our	available	balance	of	90,000.		 
Lisa	Schwarte	made	a	motion	to	approve	the	report	and	Nicole	Campbell	seconded	the	
motion.		The	report		passed. 
 
Report:	Garden	Project: 
Erin	Hannah	&	Megan	Volp	were	at	the	meeting	to	show	plans	on	the	concept	of	the	Garden	
Project.		We	were	able	to	see	how	the	Rosary	Patio	will	look	like	by	using	a	3D	image	on	the	
IPAD.		We	were	able	to	see	the	final	look	of	the	Butterfly	Garden	and	trees.		Some	of	the	issues	
discussed	for	the	Education	value	of	the	project	were: 

1. The	use	of	quiet	space	for	reflection	
2. PBIS	will	be	rewarded	to	those	that	keep	the	integrity	of	the	space.	

3.				Mrs.	Sipple	would	utilize	the	Rosary	patio	for	her	1st	grade	curriculum	of	the	Rosary. 
4.				Buddy	Seat	which	would	be	used	for	a	conflict	or	resolution	seat. 
5.				Mrs.	VanBlair	could	use	the	area	for	her	section	on	the	5	senses.	 

Cost:		$12,	500	plus	a	150.00	a	year	maintenance	fee	that	would	cover	additional	sod,	mulch,	or	
replacement	of	any	plants	that	may	need	replaced.		Home	and	School	has	2,200	leftover	from	
picnic	tables	from	last	year	that	was	not	used	that	will	bring	the	cost	down	to	10,300.	 
Sacred	Heart	would	maintain	extra	cost	of	Irrigation	and	snow	removal.		A	previous	email		Q&A	
discussion	was	by	Angela	&	Erin	was	provided	(see	below).	There	were	concerns	regarding	
repairs	to	the	garden	in	case	of	weather	damage	or	damage	from	grease	trap	repair/work,	as	
some	examples...Who	is	responsible?	Mrs.	Kever	thought	that	it	would	be	treated	as	any	other	
classroom	in	the	school.	The	question	will	be	posed	to	Nancy	at	the	Parish	Office	for	verification.	
After	extensive	discussion,	it	was	decided	to	go	ahead	and	do	a	first	vote	on	this	proposal	today. 
 
Report:		January	Speaker 
Mrs.	Hrabak	handed	out	a	summary	of	a	speaker	who	spoke	at	our	school	in	January,		Dave	
Scherer. Christian	rap	singer	was	here	January	20th	for	grades	3-5,	and	6-8.		He	incorporates	
important	messages	through	rap	music	and	song.	
Mike	Patin	will	be	speaking	to	6th-8th	at	no	charge	while	he	is	here	Feb	29	for	the	Parish.	
Thursday,	April	7th	(date	to	be	confirmed)	will	be	Parental	Internet	safety:3rd-8th	grade	parents.	
New	info	this	year	than	from	last	year. 
 
 
 



 
 

Old	Business: 
 
Approve	January	Minutes.	Motioned	by	Jenna	with	a	second	by	Jill.	Minutes	passed. 
 
2nd	vote:	Mrs.	Vollstedt	$10,000	for	new	gym	projector	system/install.	Motion	made	by	Lisa	S,	
with	a	second	by	Gabrielle.	Motion	passed. 
 
2nd	vote:	Spring	Teacher	Grants	up	to	$12,000	to	include	conferences	and	continuing	education.	
Motion	to	approve	made	by	Jill	and	a	second	by	Lisa.	New	Grant	guidelines	will	be	presented	
and	voted	upon	at	March	meeting. 
 
1st	vote:	$10	Homeroom	parent	fee	per	child	added	to	tuition	statement,	includes	PS4,	TK,	K-8.	
Jenna	made	a	motion	to	approve	with	Nichole	seconding	the	motion.	A	second	vote	will	happen	
at	the	March	meeting	to	add	this	to	our	By	Laws. 
 
New	Business: 
 
1st	vote:	NCEA	Convention:	$6135.24.	Motion	to	approve	made	by	Jill	and	seconded	by	Nichole.	
Approved	with	second	vote	in	March. 
 
1st	vote:	$10,300	Garden	Project	plus	$150	annual	ongoing	maintenance	fee.	Motion	approved	
by	Jill	Harris	and	seconded	by	Gabrielle	C.	Motion	passed.	Will	do	2nd	vote	at	March	meeting. 
 
Spring	Fundraiser:	Jen	Watkins	will	chair.	She	will	report	back	next	month	with	theme,	etc. 
 
Committee	Reports: 
 
Volunteer	Coordinator: 
Need	to	promote	wider	use	of	Volunteer	Spot	for	uniformity.	Need	to	promote	harder	with	HR	
parents. 
 
Pastoral	Council: 
Many	things	happening	at	Sacred	Heart	Parish!		We	have	Walk	With	Purpose	and	coffee	connect	
February	2nd.		 
Rosary	every	night	is	at	6:30 
February	29th	Parish	Mission 
Teen	Missionary	will	be	June	19-25,	Mission	to	Texas. 
January	30th	was	our	Family	Ministries	we	had	50n	people	attend. 
Ash	Wednesday	mass	times	will	be	at	8:00	Am,	and	9:30	AM.		Also	again	at	5:00	PM,	6:30	PM,	
and	8:00PM.		March	7th	support	group 
Pastoral	committee	is	looking	at	bridging	two	committees	together,	the	Hispanic	community	
along	with	other	parish	members. 
 
SCRIP:		 
January	sales	decent	but	still	down	11%	from	last	year.		We	had	over	100	out	of	uniform	sales	
bringing	the	total	to	33,000. 
Wellness	committee: 



Requested	funds	for	prizes	but	we	are	still	waiting	on	amount	they	are	requesting. 
Help	Wanted: 
AUCTION	CHAIRS 
H&S	VICE	PRESIDENT 
H&S	SECRETARY 
H&S	TREASURER 
CSW	LUNCHEON	CHAIR 
SCRIP	CHAIR	 
SCRIP	HELPER 
TEACHER/STAFF	CHRISTMAS	FUND	CHAIR(S) 
TEACHER/STAFF	WELCOME	BREAKFAST	CHAIR 
YEARBOOK	CHAIR(S) 
 
Next	meeting:	Wednesday,	April	6th,	8:00AM	Multi	-Purpose	Room	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Q/A about Garden Project from Angela to Erin 

Hi Erin  
Looking at the plans and the request, and I have a few more questions...  
Will SHS pick up the responsibility of mowing, snow removal, etc for the space?   

* Yes, we have spoken with Brian Myers, Nancy Gion, and Fr. Chris at the church 
office about these plans and the maintenance involved.  As for snow removal, we have 
decided that the patio and pathway areas will NOT have snow removed.  We plan to post 
a small sign on the patio during the winter months stating something like "please use 
sidewalks if there is snow or ice on the patio".  We would like to keep the use of Ice Melt 
on the patio to a minimum.  If there is a light snow or bit of ice build up, Liz could throw 
a bit of ice melt onto the pavers, however long term use of ice melt on concrete pavers 
will cause damage to the pavers.  As for other general maintenance, like replacing dead 
plants, topdressing mulch, etc...our garden committee plans to take on the labor involved 
in that.  
Would it be possible to do this in stages?  Add the walls and/or benches later, maybe as a 
class gift from an 8th grade class or two?   

* I think that this project is best done all at once.  The walls in this project cannot 
be added later.  If we tried to do that, we would have to remove and rebuild part of the 
patio in the process.  The only parts of this project that I think we could do in phases 
would be the planting areas (butterfly garden, tree plantings, etc) and the crushed 
granite pathway.  That being said, if we waited on any of those areas, we would have to 
sod over that space, so we aren't left with dirt in those areas.  Additionally, we are 
planning to use some of the dirt removed from the patio area to build up the butterfly 
garden area into a berm, which we would not be able to do if we phased out the butterfly 
garden area.  We may also incur additional expenses when we added in those areas 
because we may have to move irrigation heads.  
Would metal benches, like those around the school currently be any cheaper?   

* We are planning to use pieces of limestone that are leftover pieces from the 
church, so there is essentially no cost to us to make these benches.  
Who is providing the materials (hardscape, plants, landscape) and doing the labor?   

* Pavers and Wallstone provided by Rhino Materials, plant material, mulch, and 
granite pathstone provided by Iowa Outdoor Products.  Subcontracted labor will be: 
patio excavation, sod installation, irrigation installation, tree planting.  Volunteer labor 
(provided by our garden committee, headed up by my husband, Brenden) will be: patio 
paver and wall installation, shrub and perennial plantings, mulch installation, edging, 
bench installation.  Although this is a large project, we actually don't want a huge crew 
of volunteers.  A small group of skilled volunteers is what will be best for this - especially 
in laying the pavers and building the walls.  
 

Was it a quote/estimate or a bid that was received?  



* Using my connections with Iowa Outdoor Products, and my husbands 
subcontractor connections, we were able to assemble pricing that, in my opinion, is very 
reasonable for such a large project.  Our price on the patio and wall material from Rhino 
is wholesale pricing, and our pricing from Iowa Outdoor Products includes a 20% 
discount.  My husband's subcontractors, who we plan to use for sod, irrigation, and 
excavation, are people that he trusts to do good work at a reasonable price.    
Was more than 1 quote/estimate/bid received?   

* No.  
Are there more plans for the future? I know at one time there had been talk of a pergola, 
trellises, archways, etc   

* At this time, we are not presenting any future plans for this space, however, 
certain items like pergolas and trellises could easily be added at a later date.  We do not 
have any pricing on these items at this time.  
What classes do you anticipate using this space as classroom space other than Religion 
classes?   

* After meeting with a focus group of teachers, along with Mrs. Kever, we believe 
that the space could be used for:  

o outdoor prayer, learning the Rosary  
o the preschool and early childhood tree/plant study (science)  
o quiet outdoor reading and writing  
o a "buddy space" is a possibility for those working on social skills at 

recess time (guidance)  
o any outdoor space lends itself to all kinds of science (insect gathering, 

life cycles, seasons...)  
o many science units that require space could be done here- the 

engineering of paper planes, simple rockets, cars, other mobility lessons. Mrs. 
Van Blair and Mrs. Sippel will address this question at the meeting tomorrow as 
well.  

Is there any room in the school/preschool/plus budget to help with this as it will be used 
by all of these areas? I know that had come up with BoE last summer when we were 
talking about doing stuff after the grease traps were updated.  

* In our talks with Mrs. Kever and Mrs. Kinney, the school is on board with 
assisting in fundraising through the school to help with this project.  
Would it be possible to add rain barrels at some time to the PS building to help with 
watering? Just thinking of another class gift idea for 8th graders...   

* I like the idea of rain barrels, but I wonder if this would be a better idea for the 
garden beds near the Smash house?  I believe that the sodded areas in this project space 
will need to have more consistent watering (from irrigation) in order to thrive.  
I don't mean to scare you...I love the idea. I have looked at the many phases of that ugly 
space for 10 years! The cost does make a pit form in my stomach, though, and the sod 



worries me. Like I said, I have seem many interventions go belly up over the past 10 
years. I would hate to spend this kind of money and have to come up with a Plan B 
sometime in the near future to remedy this area again.   

* I completely understand your concerns.  We've put a lot of time and research 
into developing this plan, and we feel that we have addresses many of the maintenance 
concerns that caused previous attempts to fail.  I believe that irrigation will be a huge 
help in keeping the sod alive in this space, as well as having PBIS rules for the children 
regarding use of the space (as suggested by Mrs. Kever).  We know that we may have 
areas of sod that need to be replaced due to salt exposure from snow removal (most likely 
next to the parking lot and sidewalks), and this is one of the reasons that we are asking 
for the ongoing maintenance fund.  Overall, I think that this proposed space will benefit 
the students, teachers, parents, and parishioners.  
 

A question of “what were some of the ‘failed’ plans” came up from another parent:  
* (Angela’s response) The area has been reseeded multiple times over the past 10 

years (at least twice, I believe) and I think re-sodded at least once. The foot traffic on it 
has been too much for the sod to handle. Perhaps the irrigation will help. Perhaps not.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	


