
Sacred Heart Board of Academic and Religious Education 

Meeting Minutes 

March 22, 2016 

Present: 

 

 

Absent: 

Stephanie, Tara, Andrea, Mary Jo, Jane, Ann, Chris K., Tom, Fr. Chris, 

Amy 

 

Kyle & Chris W. 

 

Visitors: John Mathis (Pastoral Council), Kate Battani, Beth Stowman & Dan 

Nieland 

 

  

I. Opening Prayer & Introductions 

Tara called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. 

II. Visitor Comments and Reports 

Dan Nieland reported on his current classes.  6
th
 grade Religion is studying forms of prayer.  7

th
 

grade Religion is studying church leadership and women of the bible.  The Westing Game is the 

current novel for 6
th
 grade Reading & then they’ll finish the year with small group reading.  He 

reported on the awesome Holy Week services the 8
th
 grade class performed.   

 

Kate Battani has a lot going on in 5
th
 grade!  Iowa projects are being completed and presented. 

Lenten activities went well, and reading historical fiction has been a hit.  Invention Convention will 

be coming up in April. 

 

Beth Stowman gave the rundown on all her art projects.  Kindergarten & 1
st
 grade are thinking 

Spring.  2
nd

 grade is looking at storms.  3
rd

 grade is working on sewing projects.  4
th
 grade is 

creating wind chimes.  5
th
 grade is weaving.  Middle School is working on principles of art.  Mrs. 

Stowman also brought along some student pieces that have been entered into art competitions 

this year. 

III. Home and School Report 

Home & School was unable to send a representative, but emailed a report.  They are filling 

committee chairs for 2016-17, and chair people are in place for next year’s Fall Auction. 

IV. Approval of February minutes 

Steph moved and Amy seconded.  Motion passed. 

V.  Administration Report 

Administration is working with staff to tweak the Middle School block schedule that premiered this 

year.  They are making sure to balance all the things the students need in a day.  Mary Jo & Jane 

have been meeting with WDM PD and others to see what needs to be done to make our building 

the most secure.  They will be making this a focus area for next year, bringing some things up to 

date like doors and cameras.  2016-17 Enrollment is looking good, but there are openings in a 



couple of grades.  Discussion was held on dual enrollment, explaining how the process works.  

Sacred Heart provides Iowa Assessments scores to DCHS, and they run the process from that 

point forward. 

VI. Financial Reports and Budgeting for 2016-17 

Chris K. was glad to report that the budget passed the Finance Committee, as we approved in 

February. 

VII. New Business 

Board reviewed policy 410.  2
nd

 reading as Chris K. did more research on the teacher salary 

scale. Stephanie motioned and Amy seconded.  Policy approved. 

 

Board reviewed policy 607.  Ann spoke with Tiffany Bayless and the Administration to update.  

Changes were made to make it match the corresponding diocesan policy.  Chris K. motioned and 

Stephanie seconded.  Policy approved. 

 

Jane asked the Board to discuss what the non-tithing parishoner tuition rate means. She’s had 

potential families, who are not tithing, Catholic members at any DM Diocese church, want to 

make a donation to the church/school, but not necessarily cover the entire non-tithing parishioner 

rate.  The Board discussed, but in the end, decided to stick to the current policy. 

VIII. Adjournment 

Ann motioned and Chris K. seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 7:41pm.   

 

Next meeting – May 17
th
, 6:30pm. 


