
Sacred Heart Board of Academic and Religious Education 

Meeting Minutes 

April 26, 2016 

Present: 

 

 

Absent: 

Chris W., Tara, Kyle, Andrea, Amy, Ann, Mary Jo, Fr. Chris, Chris K. 

 

 

Jane, Tom & Stephanie 

Visitors: John Mathis (Pastoral Council), BJ McLaughlin (H&S), Amy Vollstedt, 

Leslie Hunter & Julia Benson 

 

  

I. Opening Prayer & Introductions 

Tara called the meeting to order at 6:31pm. 

II. Visitor Comments and Reports 

Amy Vollstedt subbing in for Kelli Hruby, who will attend the May meeting.  She reported on the 

busy year as technology always is.  Keyboarding has been a focus in grades 3-5.  Middle School 

added a Chromebook cart, and more are coming via generous H&S funding.  K-2 have been 

getting an introduction to keyboarding, as well as working on math/reading skills, to give them a 

familiarity with computer usage. By the start of the next school year, there will be a projector 

mounted in the gymnasium, instead of rolling in a cart/laptop.  

 

Leslie Hunter said the annual Invention Convention was a great success. It was moved to 

Grandparents Day due to her maternity leave, and it worked out very well.  They will be focusing 

on Chemistry for the remainder of the school year.  The class just completed their Living History 

Farms trip.  There are only a few math lessons left, and she has seen their work improve over the 

course of the year.  The class will be filming a video to be shown to next year’s 5
th
 grade class 

introducing the IA Children’s Choice list. 

 

Julia Benson has had a busy year moving from Middle School science to Discovery.  She has 

been standardizing Discovery, and it is working very well across all grade levels.  This includes 

reviewing how students enter the Discovery program.  Communication has been key and 

transparent. 

III. Home and School Report 

BJ reported the H&S Exec is getting ready to transition to the next school year.  Exec Committee 

is filled and there are a few committee chairs still needed.  Recent votes include new laptops in 

the Computer Lab and getting Chromebooks in the hands of each middle schooler.  Date has 

been set for the Fall Auction.  SCRIP advisory committee has completed their review and will 

present the 1
st
 round of revisions at the May H&S meeting. 

IV. Approval of February minutes 

Chris K. moved and Tara seconded as amended.  Motion passed. 

 



V.  Administration Report 

Mary Jo had just a few items to report in Jane’s absence (Family Literacy Night).  2 DCHS 

Presidential Scholarships awarded this week to 2 incoming freshman.  All Middle School teachers 

plus Jane are attending the AMLE conference this summer, courtesy of H&S.  The companion 

book study will help them look at new ways to teach middle schoolers.  Mary Jo and 3 support 

staff members will attend in October.  A communication plan is being drafted for the new K-5 

math series.  The new book will chosen soon.  Enrollment is looking ok…changes daily!  FACTS 

enrollment (online payment system) is on track. 

VI. Executive Committee for 2016-17 

Tara Nelson – President, Amy Friedrich – Vice President, Ann Warren – Secretary, and Chris 

Kinnison – Treasurer.  Kyle motioned, Andrea seconded.  Motion passed.  Idea has been 

introduced that policy revision work will be removed from Secretary duties. 

VII. New Business 

Board reviewed policy 808.  Presented with no revisions.  Tara motioned and Chris K. seconded.  

Policy approved. 

 

Board reviewed policy 403.  Presented with edits.  Kyle motioned and Amy seconded.  Policy 

approved. 

 

Board reviewed policy 604.  Presented with minor revisions.  Tara motioned and Amy seconded.  

Policy approved. 

 

Board reviewed policy 605 & 605.1.  After discussion, decided to table pending future research 

with Jane and Amy Vollstedt. 

 

Board reviewed policy 606.  Presented with minor revisions. Tara motioned and Amy seconded.  

Policy approved. 

VIII. Adjournment 

Chris K. motioned and Kyle seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 7:38pm.   

 

Next meeting – May 17, 2016.  June closing celebration date coming soon! 


