
Sacred Heart Board of Academic and Religious Education 

Meeting Minutes 

January 17, 2017 

Present: 

 

 

 

Guests: 

Tara Nelson, Amy Friedrich, Tom Rotherham, Chris Kinnison, Ann Warren, Leenie 

Rodriguez, Fr. Chris Hartshorn, Jane Kinney, John Mathis 

  

Nicole Jansen, Barb Baker, Sue Bata 

 

Next meeting: February 21, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. Sacred Heart Parish Conference Room 

  

I. Opening Prayer and Introduction of Guests 

Tara called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Tara welcomed the members and the guests.    

II. Visitor Comments and Reports 

 Nicole Jansen – 3
rd

 Grade Teacher – Nicole told the Board that the students are working on Martin Luther 

King, Jr.’s ‘I Have a Dream’ speech in reading and they are writing an opinion report about it. The math 

program for the 3
rd

 graders is going well. It’s been a good transition and the kids have even said that math 

is fun. They are also talking about the sacraments and sharing pictures from 2
nd

 grade. Nicole is also 

learning about the Seesaw App, which is a digital portfolio that can be emailed to the parents to reduce 

paper while sharing school work information. Nicole has taken the students to the new Makerspace quite a 

bit. For Catholic Schools Week, Nicole and the 3
rd

 graders are having a STEAM day. The night of the open 

house the 3
rd

 graders families can come in and show them their work.  

 Barb Baker – Middle School Math – In 6
th
 grade, the students are learning about ratios, proportions, and 

percentages. Barb brought some samples of sales flyers the kids have made showing how they figure out 

ounces per dollar. In 7
th
 grade math, students are learning about angles. In 8

th
 grade math, the students 

created Dream Rooms. The students had to use proportions to create a scale drawing while keeping a 

budget that included sales and percentages off certain items.  

 Sue Bata – Middle School Religion and Social Studies – Sue has met with Dowling teachers to coordinate 

curriculum. Students are working on their favorite bible stories. The 8
th
 graders are working on a Catholic 

Schools Week Kick-off Assembly called a Day in the Life of Sacred Heart School. It will be a variety show 

theme where the students will make-up reality TV show skits. In 8
th
 grade history, the students are working 

on a speech about George Washington. They are also working on Project Business where the students 

create a product or service for a Shark Tank style presentation. In 7
th
 grade geography, the students are 

studying South America and Canada. The kids are also participating in the Geography Bee.  

III. Home and School Report  

The next meeting will be held later in the month. They are working on spring grants.  

IV. Approval of Agenda and December Minutes 

Chris moved to approve the minutes with changes. Tom seconded the approval of the December minutes with 

changes. Motion passed.  

V. Administration Report 

Jane told the committee that the 2017-2018 kindergarten enrollment numbers look very good. So far, she has 52 

students who are pretty well committed. There are also 24 families interested in the TK program, but we can only 

take 16 students. A few of these families are considering kindergarten, but there is still a waiting list for TK. Jane 

also said that there was a good turnout for the preschool parent night. They are also expecting a good crowd for the 

Kindergarten night. Letters of intent have been sent to teachers for budgeting purposes. Everything is looking good 

for next year. The office is changing the enrollment process for students for next year. Julie Katich, Carla Mosher, 

and Mary Jo Kever have been working to set up an online enrollment for early February. Computers will be 



available for enrollment at conferences, too. Registration papers will be completed online in August. Jane also 

mentioned that Superintendent Dr. Tracy Bonday has been working on the school choice issue with state 

legislature. Tom Chapman and Dr. Jerry Deegan will attend our next meeting on February 21. Fr. Chris also 

encouraged board members and parents to reach out to state legislators. Jane said she will be sending information 

on this topic to parents every few weeks. 

VI.  New Business  

The board went into closed session for a budget discussion to finalize tuition rates and repackage school fees. Tara 

thanked Chris for working on the school budget. Tara motioned that we passed 2017-2018 school tuition. Amy 

seconded the motion. Motion approved. Tuition rates passed.  

VII. Old Business  

A. Policy discussion tabled until February. Jay was not available.  

B. New Board Member to replace Scott Miller’s vacancy – Heather Strang was discussed as a parent who 

is interested in the open seat. Heather and her husband, Steve, have two kids at Sacred Heart School. 

Heather has served on Home and School and as a co-chair of a school auction. Heather currently 

works as a school nurse. Tara recommended that Heather finish Scott’s term (this year and the 

following two years). Tara motioned that we add Heather Strang to replace Scott Miller on the board. 

Chris seconded the motion. Motion approved.  

VIII.  Adjournment 

Chris motioned we adjourn the meeting. Tom seconded. Meeting adjourned around 7:41 p.m.  

 

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 in the Sacred Heart Parish Conference Room.  


