
Sacred Heart Board of Academic and Religious Education 

Meeting Minutes 

February 21, 2017 

Present: 

 

 

 

Guests: 

Tara Nelson, Heather Strang, Jay Smith, Tom Rotherham, Chris Kinnison, Ann 

Warren, Stephanie Comito, Leenie Rodriguez, Fr. Chris Hartshorn, Jane 

Kinney, Mary Jo Kever, John Mathis 

  

Dr. Jerry Deegan, Tom Chapman, Tiffany Bayless, Theresa Lewis, Sara Houk 

 

Next meeting: March 21, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. Sacred Heart Parish Conference Room 

  

I. Opening Prayer and Introduction of Guests 

Tara called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Tara welcomed the members and the guests.    

II. Visitor Comments and Reports 

 Dr. Jerry Deegan (Dowling Catholic High School) and Tom Chapman (Iowa Catholic Conference) 

joined the meeting to talk to the Board about helping families use some of their tax money for 

school. Currently, there are textbook and tuition tax credits for the children in Iowa who go to 

nonpublic schools. Now, the Iowa Alliance for Choice in Education, the Iowa Catholic Conference, 

and the Association of Christian Schools are supporting Educational Savings Accounts for 

students who attend nonpublic schools. The recommended funding would come from the Iowa 

general fund – not the education budget. The groups hope there will be a vote in April. Interested 

parents are encouraged to visit iowaace.org or iowacatholicconference.org and send a message 

to their legislators.  

 Tiffany Bayless (Library Media Specialist) – Tiffany told the Board about the seven 3
rd

-5
th
 grade 

Battle of the Books teams that are competing this year. Sacred Heart is also hosting the 

competition this year. Also, the Seussical cast members will be visiting classes to read Dr. Seuss 

books.  

 Theresa Lewis (4
th
 Grade) – The fourth graders are learning about the Ten Commandments and 

preparing for Mass. In science, the students are learning about energy and electricity.  

 Sara Houk (Spanish) – In third grade Spanish, the students are using emojis to learn different 

words. In fourth grade, the students are learning about weather and seasons. The fifth graders 

are learning about verb tense in Spanish 1. The middle school students are learning about 

adjectives and verbs. They are reading a novel in Spanish.  

III. Introduction 

Tara introduced Heather Strang, the newest Board of Education member. Heather will be filling the 

vacancy that was opened from Scott Miller. Welcome Heather! 

IV. Home and School Report  

Leenie told the Board about the “no bake - bake sale” that will be the Spring fundraiser. The grade level 

winners will have a cupcake party. The Home and School Board is looking for a new treasurer. Leenie 

also said that letters went out for spring grants. She has had positive reviews on the night meetings.  

 



V. Approval of Agenda and January Minutes 

Chris moved to approve the minutes with changes. Amy seconded the approval of the January minutes 

with changes. Motion passed.  

VI. Administration Report 

Jane told the committee that Title 1 services will soon be available. Dr. Bonday initiated conversation for 

ELL services. Jane also told the Board that they’ve hired Matt Evans to work with math instruction. He will 

be shared with Crestview Elementary to help students in first through eighth grade who are eligible. Jane 

also announced that Jake Lord has been hired as the new Physical Education teacher. There was a great 

response to the dinner for Mr. Flaws with over 557 rsvp’s for dinner. The bracelets are also on sale for $2. 

All of the money from the dinner and bracelets will go to Mr. Flaws and his family. We are keeping Mr. 

Flaws in our prayers. Jane also announced that a few teachers will be moving to new classrooms in the 

fall. Jen Heaston will start as a kindergarten teacher. Sara Jones will be moving to 3
rd

 grade. For the 

2017-2018 school year, many grades are already full. The full classes are: 3
rd

, 4
th
, TK, K, and all have 

waiting lists. There are seven new students. Re-enrollment is going well. On Wednesday, Jane hosted 

“popsicles with the principal” for a fun event outside with the students.  

VII.  New Business  

Chris said that the budget is going well. He said that the enrollment fee and registration fee have been 

rolled into tuition. There is a 2.5% change to the teacher grid. We will maintain the parish subsidy. Jay 

motioned that we vote to approve the 2017-2018 budget. Tom seconded the motion. Motion approved.   

VIII.  Old Business  

Policy updates will be ready to hand out to the board members at the next meeting.  

IX. Adjournment 

Jay motioned we adjourn the meeting. Tom seconded. Meeting adjourned around 7:40 p.m.  

 

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 in the Sacred Heart Parish Conference Room.  


